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February 10, 2010









     

7:00  p.m.

With due call and notice thereof, the February 10, 2009 regular meeting of the Eden Valley City Council was held at 7:00 p.m. in the Civic Center meeting room. Present were Mayor Blomker, Councilors Korman, Reetz, Thielen and Bethel, Clerk Haag, Deputy Clerk Anderson, Public Works Director Rademacher, Police Chief Junker and others. 
Motion to approve the agenda was made by Bethel seconded by Thielen.  Motion carried unanimously.
The consent agenda was reviewed. Thielen made a motion to remove the January minutes from the consent agenda and approve the remainder of the consent agenda as presented. Motion seconded by Bethel and carried unanimously
Thielen reviewed a section on the January 9, 2010 minutes. Thielen made a motion to add the following verbage “information was online or available at City Hall”. So the corrected minutes would read as follows: The bills were reviewed and it was noted Councilor Thielen, Councilor Bethel and Mayor Blomker didn’t feel they needed to receive the LMC 2010 handbook since this information was available on-line and at City Hall. Councilor Reetz seconded Thielen’s motion. Motion carried unanimously.
Randy Lipinski was present on behalf of the FFA Alumni to request permission to hold their annual Valley Daze raffle at the Civic Center. Lipinski noted they held the raffle last year at the Civic center and it went well. A motion to approve the raffle request was made by Reetz seconded by Thielen and carried unanimously. 

Minutes of the September 9, 2009 regular council minutes were reviewed. Clerk Haag reviewed an error that was found in the September minutes. The September minutes states there was a motion to approve hiring a second part-time police officer where in which it was the consensus of the council to hire a second part-time police officer and not a voted motion.  Haag noted she contacted Adam Ripple regarding this issue. Haag read the proposed correction. Councilor Thielen noted she watched the minutes from the September meeting and stated the correction was accurate. Thielen moved to amend the September 9, 2009 City Council minutes to read “ After discussion, Council consensus was for Police Chief Junker to start the hiring process as requested” and directed the City Clerk to correct the official minutes and republish in accordance with the City’s policy. Motion seconded by Korman and carried.

The part-time police position was reviewed. Mayor Blomker questioned if the Council was going to allow Chief Junker to hire another officer.  Councilor Thielen stated she and the Council have been talking with the Attorney and with business owners discussing the part-time position and she feels we need to look at the necessity of a part-time police position at this time. She noted the following reasons: this is currently a slow time for the Police Department, the outlook of the State’s budget issues, and she also stated a business has closed. Councilor Reetz questioned what has changed since the September meeting when the consensus of the Council was to hire a part-time officer to fill the 20 hours a week. Mayor Blomker stated he was under the impression that Chief Junker was going to hire someone that is qualified. Junker noted he brought up hiring another officer at every meeting since September and no one brought up any issues. Junker noted he has spent at most $150 on getting the new officer on the road and the person he was going to hire was experienced and has had training. Councilor Bethel noted she is not in favor of hiring a second part-time officer at this time and stated Chief Junker needs to work with what he has now and she does not expect him to work every weekend. Councilor Korman stated we have the funds in the budget for 2010 for twenty hours part-time police protection.   Councilor Thielen suggested budgeted expenses do not necessarily need to be spent, and can be amended.  Junker noted for the record “the City of Eden Valley is missing out on a good opportunity to hire a good officer”. Thielen suggested that this topic should be up for discussion by the Council. Reetz questioned the opinions of those in attendance. Randy Hansen, part owner in three different businesses in town, stated it is important to keep local hours and protection for his businesses in Eden Valley. Ross Amundson also noted he feels that it is important to have a fast response time in the City. Thielen noted the County is here and they are in Eden Valley often and making a presence at all times of the day and night. Thielen made a motion to table this issue until the next regular meeting in March. Bethel seconded motion and further discussion followed.  Korman questioned what the purpose was to table action and suggested action be taken now.  After discussion, Bethel made a motion to leave the part-time police situation as is with Brian as part-time officer and not to hire an additional officer at this time. Motion seconded by Thielen and carried, with Councilors Reetz and Korman opposed.  
EDA minutes were reviewed. A request to release a judgment against David Boeckmann was reviewed by the EDA Board and their decision was to recommend extending the judgment. A motion to accept the EDA recommendations and minutes was made by Reetz seconded by Korman carried unanimously.

It was noted the Annual meeting with Townships for fire and rescue service will be March 4, 2010, 7:00 pm, at the Fire Hall.

A motion to approve a Letter of Grant Agreement for the Healthy Communities Partnership Program was made by Korman seconded by Bethel carried unanimously.

Snow removal on sidewalks was discussed by the council and the ordinance was reviewed. Thielen questioned if the ordinance should be amended so the city does not have additional liability due to non-enforcement of the current ordinance. Thielen made a motion to ask Mona to contact the City attorney on this issue and get the best recommendations on what to do to protect the city. Motion failed due to a lack of a second.  After discussion, Haag was asked to contact the city attorney for clarification on this issue and report back to the Council. 
Board of Review will be April 14, 2010,  at 7:00 p.m for Stearns County and 7:30 for Meeker County. Training was discussed and noted Korman is the only person trained for the Board of Review. Thielen noted she will try to get the training if still available. 

Mayor Blomker opened the public forum.  There were no comments of concerns from the public. Councilor Thielen handed out a packet of information on city clerks and city administrators that is provided in the LMC handbook. Councilor Thielen noted she and the rest of the council have spoken to attorney Pamela Steckman regarding a City Administrator position and noted the Council has all discussed it in the past and Attorney Steckman has advised them this would be something the City of Eden Valley should look into. Thielen also noted she has spoken to Steckman about this issue individually.  The Council will review the information provided by Thielen.  Mayor Blomker closed the public forum.  
Haag noted she requested an extension from the State Auditor and she was granted a 45 day extension for the submission of the annual audit report from March 31st to May 15th.  The annual audit will now be held the last week in March. City Hall hours were addressed it was the consensus of the Council to close City Hall at 4:30 again, except for Fridays November through March may be closing at 3:30. Haag reported on investment opportunities and is looking into the best options for that. She contacted Rich Knowlton from Morgan Stanley/Smith Barney regarding investment options. It was the consensus of the Council to grant Mayor Blomker and Clerk Haag the authority to move forward with working with Mr. Knowlton on investments for the city. Haag also reviewed the investment policy and recommended an amendment to the wording to Section VI. Eligible Investments, Item 5. to read “Direct obligations of the Department of the Treasury of the U.S. Government and federal agency issues which are guaranteed by the U.S. Government or its agencies, as to principal and interest.”  The recommendation to add “or its agencies” was suggested by Knowlton upon his review of the policy. Thielen stated she would like the council to look into that deeper regarding being guaranteed. Thielen stated she would like the League to look into this and give their recommendations. Clerk Haag will contact the League of Minnesota Cities on this topic. 

Public Works Director Rademacher reported on general maintenance throughout the city.   
Chief Junker handed out the end of month report. He also reported the annual Police Chief Conference is April 12-15 in St. Cloud, and he requested lodging be included with his registration. It was the consensus of the Council that Chief Junker could attend and commute to the Conference.  Junker requested Councilor Thielen research how many cities Attorney Pamela Steckman worked with that have populations under 1000, since he had concerns about the cost of hiring a City Administrator and spending money on attorney’s fees when current budget issues prevented hiring another part-time officer.  Junker believed most cities under 1000 population did not have Administrators.  Attorney’s fees were discussed and Councilor Thielen noted she has been speaking with Attorney Steckman and has plenty of time speaking to her on her own dollar. Mayor Blomker noted spending money on the attorney’s fees was not due to himself, Cheryl, or anybody else. Korman also addressed the council on spending money and issues referencing the push to look into hiring a City Administrator but then choosing not to hire a part-time police officer to fill the 20 hours of protection per week.  Thielen noted she is making suggestions and looking at options on how the City can grow and evolve as a city. Junker stated he didn’t feel hiring an administrator is Councilor Thielen’s idea but the idea of Attorney Steckman. Junker again asked Thielen to do a survey on how many cities under 1000 population have a City Administrator position, or contact the League of MN Cities for the information.  Thielen noted after the suggestion of looking at the idea of having an administrator she feels there are some great benefits to doing it, and would like the Council to review the information she has provided.  

Councilor Reetz questioned Chief Junker on police issues and stated would like to have Officer Peterka on the agenda for the next month’s meeting regarding information on a reprimand.
The Clerk presented the bills











Total Expense: $121,994.90
A motion to approve the bills was made by Reetz and seconded by Bethel and carried unanimously. Motion carried unanimously.
Next Council meeting date March 3, 2010 at 5:30. Thielen stated she will not be attending the March 3 meeting noting that it is a church night for her and her family and she will try to attend later in the evening when she returns. Meeting times were discussed and Thielen noted Wednesday meetings do not work for her and Councilors Reetz and Korman stated they would like to see any meetings in the future be held later than 5:30. Reetz requested that due to his family commitments future meeting be scheduled at 7:00 p.m. or later.  It was the consensus of the Council to keep the March 3 meeting at 5:30 since it has been scheduled already but future meetings would be scheduled later. 
With no further business a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Thielen seconded by Korman and carried unanimously.
Attest:


Susan Anderson, Deputy Clerk



Conrad Blomker, Mayor
